9th GLOBAL JUBILEE VILLAGE EXPERIENCE

(October 3 – 5, 2008)

FRAMEWORK FOR TOWN HALL FORUMS:

GLOBABALIZATION AND MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Introduction

There is growing concern that globalization is not distributing the benefits of economic growth, especially for the population in rural areas, and that forgiving third world debt may not result in the expected benefits to the broader populations of the countries.  NGOs are taking a leading role in organizing pressure on the major international organizations to help address these concerns, so that there is an enhanced level playing field and greater accountability on the governments of each country.

A consortium of major international NGOs, working with national NGOs in 6               countries 
 have pressured and persuaded the WTO and World Bank to convene a series of  global level town hall forums to elicit the “grassroot” views of 6 countries on key thematic issues on globalization and millennium development goals (MDGs).

The 2 forums are being held in parallel on Oct. 4, 2008:  on globalization, sponsored by the WTO, to be held in Monterrey, Mexico (the “Shepherd’s Inn”); on millennium development goals (MDGs), sponsored by the World Bank, also to be held in Monterrey, Mexico (also at the “Shepherd’s Inn”) (to be from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.)

Through a consultation process, these 6 countries have selected representatives from their countries (about 50% going to each of the forums) to participate in these 2 global town hall forums.  

After a brief overview/discussion of the trends and issues (including pros and cons) in globalization and MDGs, each country representative will be requested to provide the views of the majority of the people from each of the 7 countries, on specific topics.  Based on these views, efforts will be made to formulate some recommendations which could input to a resolution(s), as a basis for further consultation and eventual formal presentation to the Executive decision-making bodies of the WTO and WB.

Key Themes and suggested questions for Discussion (could include other key issues, to be framed by the forum co-facilitators.

Globalization: (co-facilitated by Profs. Hanna Geffert (from Shepherd U.) and Prof. Mike Deaton (from James Madison U.)

(see handout on Globalization and Poverty)

1)  What are some of the key linkages between Globalization and Poverty? (also related to some of the questions below)

2)   What are the impacts of globalization on rural-urban differentials and quality of rural family life, and what are some measures to reduce adverse impacts?

3)
What are some of the transitional negative impacts of the free trade agreements on the low income people from the participating countries (e.g., NAFTA, CAFTA, other regional trade agreements)?

4)   What are the elements of a code of ethics for addressing some of the adverse effects of “sweatshops” in the 8 countries?

5)  What are measures to ensure access (including free trade) to affordable medicines to treat persons with HIV/AIDS, especially in low income countries?

Millenium Development Goals: (co-facililated by Dr. Dick Anson (Co-Director of Ezekiel’s Place and Dr. Jill Kriesky, Ex. Director of the Appalachia Institute)

1)   What is the status of  and main challenges for achieving the MDGs?

(see handout by Bread for World)

2)   What are priority strategies to ensure the achievement of the MDGS, for each of the countries in the GJV experience?   

3)  What are appropriate measures to help harmonize globalization and MDGs, to benefit the majority of the population?

At the end of the two town hall meetings, there will be a joint meeting of the participants of the two Town Hall forums to summarize and exchange further views on the 2 themes/key questions, given their linkages, and broader interest by all participants (and trying to take a “grass-roots” perspective from the participating countries).

�	   These 6 countries are:  USA, Israel,  Mexico, Kenya, Palestine, Philippines







