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SUMMARY BIOGRAPHIES OF SPEAKERS

SESSION 1: US/Africa Strategic Relationship: Why is it Important to Both?

Imani Countess, Senior Director for Public Affairs, TransAfrica Forum
Imani Countess serves as TransAfrica Forum’s Senior Director of Public Affairs. At TransAfrica Ms. Countess conceptualizes and implements public outreach activities to educate and motivate diverse communities around U.S. foreign policy. She also serves as a senior advisor to the Executive Director and helps shape TransAfrica Forum’s policy positions. Imani Countess served for five years as the US national coordinator of the American Friends Service Committee Africa Program. Traveling throughout the continent of Africa and its global Diaspora, Ms. Countess created cutting-edge political and activist training events to increase public participation in policy making. 

Emira Woods, Co-Director of Foreign Policy In Focus at the Institute for Policy Studies.  
The Institute for Policy Studies is a multi-issue research center that has transformed ideas into action for peace, justice, and the environment for over four decades. Ms. Woods is an expert on U.S. foreign policy with a special emphasis on Africa and the developing world.  She has written on a range of issues from debt, trade and development to U.S. military policy.  Ms. Woods completed her undergraduate studies at Columbia University and her graduate studies at Harvard.  Ms. Woods is a regular commentator on NPR’s News and Notes and BBC’s Your World Today.   She has hosted a WashingtonPost.com online chat and has published pieces in the NAACP’s Crisis magazine as well as the Miami Herald, the Christian Science Monitor, New York Newsday, the Nation, the Baltimore Sun, and the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, among many others.

Ms. Woods is chair of the Board of Africa Action.  She also serves on the Board of Directors of Just Associates, Global Justice and the Financial Policy Forum and is a member of the Network Council of Jubilee USA.

SESSION 2: Governance and Human Rights: What is the Progress and Challenges?

Thomas Staal, Current Director of Office of Iraq Reconstruction and Incoming Mission Director for Ethiopia, USAID 

Tom Staal has spent most of his career working overseas in international development.  He has worked for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) since 1988, beginning in Sudan as an Emergency Program Officer.  In the early 1990s he worked in the USAID regional office in Kenya, managing food aid and doing project development throughout eastern and southern Africa.  From 1996 to 2002 he worked in the USAID West Bank and Gaza program, providing assistance to the Palestinians, focusing on water supply projects, as well as local community development.  Following the US invasion of Iraq, he went to Iraq for a year in 2003/04, serving as the USAID Regional Representative for Southern Iraq, overseeing all USAID projects in that part of the country.  He also served as the Deputy Director of the Food For Peace Office in Washington, and spent a year studying at the National War College.  He is currently the Director of the Iraq Reconstruction Office in Washington.

Before joining USAID, Mr. Staal worked for World Vision International as their Representative in Sudan in the mid-1980s.  He also worked for ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia in the late 1970s and the early 80s in their government relations department.  Tom Staal has a Master’s Degree in Comparative Politics (Middle East focus) from Columbia University and a M.Sc. in National Strategic Security Studies from the National Defense University.  Since his parents were missionaries in the Middle East, he grew up in Iraq and Kuwait, and attended boarding school in India.
Msia Clark, Human Rights Advocate/Specialist from Amnesty International/USA

Msia Kibona Clark is a visiting assistant professor with both the Afro-American Studies and African Studies Departments at Howard University. Dr. Clark holds a PhD in African Studies from Howard University and a Masters in International Relations from American University. Dr. Clark’s research has focused on interactions between African Americans and African immigrants, as well as on the impact of Africa’s increasing hip hop community. Dr. Clark has been the Amnesty International Uganda Country Specialist since 2005 and has worked on numerous issues facing east and central Africa, including the use of child soldiers and violence against women and girls.
Jeff Thindwa: Senior Staff Member/Governance Expert, World Bank

Jeff Thindwa joined the World Bank in 2000 as a Senior Social Development Specialist. He led the Participation and Civic Engagement Group from 2004, promoting demand-side approaches to improving governance  by designing tools and methods, training, and conducting analytical work to improve operating
conditions for civil society. He is also part of the Bank’s Global Civil Society team, which provides institutional guidance to senior management and task teams on engaging civil society. Jeff has 17 years of NGO experience, including 10 years as World Vision United Kingdom’s Director of International Programs"

SESSION 3: Empowering Approaches to and Opportunities for Involvement in Africa

Stephen Hilbert, Policy Advisor for Africa and Global Devt., US Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Steve Hilbert is the Foreign Policy Advisor for Africa and Global Development Issues for the Office of International Justice and Peace at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops based in Washington, DC.  He has been at the conference for about one year and has worked on key policy issues such as Sudan, the conflict in the Great Lakes Region, the Global Food Crisis and on the reform of U.S. foreign assistance.  

Mr. Hilbert, a Baltimore native, has an extensive international background, including 25 years of experience in developing countries. During his assignments overseas with the Peace Corps (in Gabon) and Catholic Relief Services, his main professional focus has been the promotion of socio-economic well-being and justice for the poor, as well as the advancement of global solidarity between U.S. Catholics and the international community. In the 22 years working for CRS, he worked  in countries like Rwanda, Morocco, The Gambia, Cameroon, and India where he was responsible for a wide range of development programs in water and sanitation, agricultural community development, advocacy and peace building programs and a study on inter-religious conflict and child trafficking in India, and coordinated a study of the Rwandan Catholic Church peacebuilding activities. Mr. Hilbert has also done advocacy work with Members of Congress, the State Department and the Global Fund for HIV/AIDS.
Mr. Hilbert holds a Bachelors of Arts Degree from Haverford College, Pennsylvania and a Masters Degree in International Studies from Columbia University. 
Eric Munoz, International Policy Analyst, Bread for the World 
 

Eric Muñoz is an International Policy Analyst with Bread for the World Institute. Within the Institute Eric is responsible for developing policy analysis on maternal and child malnutrition and global hunger issues. He has also served as a policy analyst on four Hunger Reports covering a variety of domestic and international hunger and poverty issues. He studied English Literature at Rice University and international relations and human rights at the Josef Korbel Graduate School of International Studies at the University of Denver.

Bruce Campbell, Director of Africa; Mennonite Central Committee

Bruce has been the Co-Director of the Mennonite Central Committee’s Africa Department since June 2006.  As of March 1, 2009, he is the sole Director. Before moving to Lancaster County, he and his family lived in Ontario where Bruce worked for Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC).  From 1996-2001, he and his wife Ann served with MCC as Representatives in DR Congo.  

He and Ann have two children, Isaac (10) and Madi (8).  He and his family attend East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church in Lancaster City.
Nancy Forest, Public Health Specialist & Medical Missionary for the United Methodist Church 

Nancy Forrest is a registered nurse and board certified lactation consultant in active practice at Winchester Medical Center.  She has been personally involved in medical missions most of her adult life, beginning in 1986 when she was assigned to live and work in Freetown, Sierra Leone as a GBGM missionary with her pastor husband.  Nancy has participated on short-term mission trips to Liberia, Zimbabwe, Mexico, and Mozambique, and since 2005 has led 7 surgical short-term VIM trips to Chicuque Rural Methodist Hospital in Mozambique.  Currently serving on the executive board of the Southeastern Jurisdiction’s UMVIM, and chair of its Medical committee.  Nancy is also a student in George Mason University ‘s  Masters degree in Public Health program.
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