SHEPHERD UNIVERSITY

“FOOD FIGHT” LECTURE SERIES

(COMMON READING PROGRAM)

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE 

FORUM:

“PASTURES OF PLENTY, HARVEST OF SHAME”

Thursday, November 12, 2009

From 7 to 9 p.m.

The Robert C. Byrd Center for Legislative Studies Auditorium 

SOME OF THE KEY THEMES TO BE PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED WILL INCLUDE:

· What is the role of Hispanic migrant and seasonal agricultural workers in providing the food we eat?

· What is some of the historical background in organizing Hispanic laborers and protecting their rights?

· What are some of the current issues, challenges and achievements in on-going advocacy work for migrant and seasonal agricultural workers?

THE FORUM WILL BE IN 3 PARTS:

· SHORT VIDEO ON “VIVA LA CAUSA” (highlights the origins of Hispanic migrant worker advocacy and organizing work, spearheaded by Cesar Chavez). Produced by the Southern Poverty Law Center       

· LECTURE BY NAOMI TSU * (from the SPLC/IJP): “From Field to Courthouse:  Lessons from Litigating on behalf of Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Workers”

· DISCUSSION

* Ms. Tsu works as a staff attorney with the Immigrant Justice Project of the Southern Poverty Law Center (IJP). She brings impact cases on behalf of migrant workers seeking economic justice.  IJP pushes systemic change through litigation and community outreach on behalf of agricultural workers, migrant forestry workers, immigrants working on the Gulf Coast in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and immigrant women confronting gender discrimination and sexual harassment.  Prior to joining IJP, Naomi clerked for Judge Betty B. Fletcher of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  She is a graduate of the law school at the University of California at Berkeley.

CO-SPONSORS INCLUDE:  Shepherd University (first year experience program and host of the Food Fight Lecture Series);         Robert C. Byrd Center for Legislative Studies; Ezekiel’s Place; Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church; St. Joseph’s Hispanic Outreach

For further information, please contact:  David Hostetter (dhostett@shepherd.edu); Judi McIntyre (jmcintyr@shepherd.edu); (Dick Anson (ezekielspl@aol.com); Verle Headings (vvatrr@juno.com)                                                                  Draft of Oct. 17, 2009






