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EZEKIEL’S PLACE JUSTICE AND PEACE ACADEMY

FORUM ON BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES ON JUSTICE AND PEACE: 
DEEPENING OUR UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION

FRAMEWORK AGENDA
 (November 6 and 7, 2009, to be held at  Ezekiel’s Place) 
I)
CONTEXT………Why is Justice and Peace Important to Christians? And Why Participate?
· Both the New and Old Testaments proclaim the importance of justice and peace, as being integral aspects to living a Godly life, and in the context of the New Testament, to living out the two greatest commandments (Loving God and “our neighbor”)
· Christians, and many churches, tend to segment justice and peace, rather than integrate them as vital parts of the faith journey
· Having a deeper understanding of and living out justice and peace are important aspects of being  “salt and light” (Matthew 5: 13 & 14), in a broken and diverse community (local and global) 
· Societal trends and problems (local, national and global levels) involve many forms of injustice, unrighteousness, oppression, conflict and war

· While there are encouraging responses to injustice and conflicts at various levels, as Christians gain a deeper understanding of Biblical perspectives, their work together with others to confront these issues can lead to more fruitful responses
· We, as Christians, need to continually listen more carefully to the Scriptures and God’s Spirit to lead us  into a deeper, more authentic walk with Christ and toward lives which seek justice and peace and pursue it, according to unique ways which God “calls” and encourages each of us…..

II)
FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN OF THE JUSTICE AND PEACE FORUM
(A)
Objective:  The objective of the Justice and Peace Forum is to provide a substantive and interactive learning opportunity for Christians to deepen our understanding of Biblical-based concepts and models of  justice and peace, and to encourage a stronger commitment to living them out in our faith journey
(B)
Intended Participants will include Christians who are working in diverse vocations, and who are committed to learning and applying Biblical principles of justice and peace in our local and global communities, in a more deliberate manner.    

(C )
The approach would be a combination of selected readings (prior to the forum), informal presentations by two renowned Biblical scholars and practitioners, coupled with personal reflection and discussion (through small groups and plenary dialogue). Listening and personal sharing will be an integral part of the Forum.  The resource persons will be compiling the selected readings (a total of not more than 50 pages). These will be distributed to each participant at least 1 month prior to the forum.
(D) Resource Persons: (for further details on each person, see attachment 1)
· Professor Bruce Birch: Recently retired Dean of Wesley Seminary (Washington DC), eminent Professor of Old Testament
· Dr. Kathy Grieb:  eminent Professor of New Testament, Virginia Theological Seminary
· Participants will be of diverse backgrounds and vocations, residing  in the Washington DC  and the Tri-State areas of W. Va, Maryland and Virginia. 

(III)
FRAMEWORK FOR PROPOSED AGENDA

Friday, November 6, 2009
Morning Session

8:30  - 9:30 a.m.:  Introduction and Brief Self-Introductions

9:30 –  10:30 a.m.:  Presentation by Bruce Birch:  “Covenant as Alternative Community for God's People”
10:30 to 10:45 a.m: Coffee break

10:45 -  11: 15: Individual Reflection Time  
11:15 – 12:00:   Small Group Discussions (based on leading questions)

12:00 to 12:30:  Plenary Discussion

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.: Lunch

Afternoon Session
1:30  –  2:30 p.m.:   Presentation by Kathy Grieb: “Paul's Theology of the Cross: Looking Out for Others, Trusting in God”
2:30 – 2:45:             Coffee break

2:45 – 3:15:             Individual Reflection Time  

3:15 – 4:00 p.m.:     Small Group Discussions (based on leading questions)

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.:      Plenary Discussion and Summary (with Bruce and Kathy)

Saturday, November 7
Morning Session:

9:00 –  10:00 a.m.:  Presentation by Bruce Birch: “Singing the Lord's Song in the Midst of Exile”
10:00 to 10:15 a.m: Coffee break

10:15 -  10: 45:        Individual Reflection Time  

10:45 – 11:45:         Small Group Discussions (based on leading questions)

11:45 to 12:30:        Plenary Discussion

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.: Lunch

Afternoon Session:
1:30  –  2:30 p.m.:  Presentation by Kathy Grieb:  “James and the Cultivation of Christian Wisdom in Community” 

2:30 – 2:45:            Coffee break

2:45 – 3:15:             Individual Reflection Time  

3:15 – 4:00 p.m.:     Small Group Discussions (based on leading questions)

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.:      Plenary Discussion and Summary (with Bruce and Kathy)
BIO SKETCHES OF RESOURCE SPEAKERS

(Dr. Bruce Birch and Dr./Rev. Kathy Grieb)

Bruce Birch recently (June 2009) retired from Wesley Theological Seminary/WTS, and for many years served  as Dean  of WTS and Woodrow W. and Mildred B. Miller Professor of Biblical Theology.

A native of Kansas, he received his B.A. from Southwestern College, his B.D. from Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University and his Ph.D. from Yale University.  He did post-doctoral study at Tübingen University in West Germany.  He taught at Yale, Iowa Wesleyan College and Erskine College before coming to Wesley in 1971.

He is an ordained United Methodist minister in the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference.  He has been a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences of that denomination and served on its General Board of Church and Society.  He has lectured and consulted in a wide range of ecumenical events and projects.  He serves on the Council of the Society of Biblical Literature and the steering committee of the Chief Academic Officers Society of The Association of Theological Schools.

A frequent contributor to journals and periodicals, he has authored numerous books including What Does the Lord Require?; Singing the Lord’s Song; Let Justice Roll Down: The Old Testament, Ethics and Christian Life; Hosea, Joel, Amos for the Westminster Bible Companion, and To Love As We Are Loved: The Bible and Relationships.  With Larry Rasmussen he has co-authored The Predicament of the Prosperous and Bible and Ethics in the Christian Life.  He has served as one of the Old Testament editors for the New Interpreter’s Bible and contributed the commentary on 1 and 2 Samuel.  With Walter Brueggemann, Terence Fretheim, and David Petersen, he co-authored A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, now in its second edition.  He is the originator and editor of the curriculum, Steward: Living as Disciples in Everyday Life.  He co-authored with Lewis A. Parks Ducking Spears, Dancing Madly: A Biblical Model of Church Leadership.

The Rev'd Dr. A. Katherine Grieb is Professor of New Testament at Virginia Theological Seminary, where she has taught for the last fifteen years. Previously, she taught for two years at Bangor Theological Seminary in Maine.

 

Dr. Grieb received a B.A. in philosophy and religion from Hollins University, a J.D. from Columbus School of Law at Catholic University of America, her M.Div. from Virginia Theological Seminary and  Ph.D. with distinction in theology from Yale University. Ordained a priest in the Diocese of Washington, she serves as a member of the clergy team at St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal Church. She teaches regularly at the Servant Leadership School of the Church of the Savior, the Washington National Cathedral, and the Canterbury Scholars Program at Canterbury Cathedral.

 

Dr. Grieb's first book, The Story of Romans: A Narrative Defense of God's Righteousness, was published by Westminster/John Knox in 2002. She co-edited The Word Leaps the Gap (a collection of essays in honor of Richard Hays) published by Erdmans in 2008. She has written many articles, book chapters and book reviews and is a well-known speaker and preacher. She is presently completing a book on Hebrews and another on the Sermon on the Mount. Dr. Grieb was an official observer on the Inter Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Doctrinal Commission and is presently a member of the House of Bishops Theology Committee for the Episcopal Church. She was one of seven theologians asked by the Presiding Bishop to write "To Set Our Hope on Christ" in response to the Windsor Report. She was a member of the Anglican Communion Covenant Design Group and has recently been appointed to the Inter Anglican Standing Commission on Unity, Faith, and Order. She will represent The Episcopal Church at the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches this fall in Greece. 
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