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Journal photo by Jason Turner
Shoppers descend on 'Black Friday'
The crush of shoppers hit the stores in the wee hours, leaving the mall and other retail outlets a bit more navigable later in the day.





Debating a faraway conflict 

A forum dedicated to opening a dialogue with Americans about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict drew a small crowd.



	
	
	
	


Debating a faraway conflict
A forum devoted to opening a dialogue with Americans about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict drew a small crowd.


By LISA MONTGOMERY 

Journal Staff Writers


MARTINSBURG -- In what Israeli and Palestinian graduate students called an important show of American support for Middle East peace, about 30 people turned out Friday night for a town hall forum dedicated to raising awareness of the conflict between two peoples who share so much history.

The new generation of bright, educated activists who seek peace through non-violent means condemned terrorism and touted understanding and awareness of the issues as key strategies for resolution.

Americans, Israelis and Palestinians are allowing their respective governments to take action that does not promote peace, they said. Regardless of its stand with Israel, they said, the U.S. still has the credibility to bring both sides to the bargaining table in pursuit of peaceful resolution, but it should not dictate the terms.

"In the end, no one else will save us. Not the Europeans, not the Americans, no one. At the end of the day, no one will save us -- only us," said Orli Fridman, a student from Tel Aviv. 

They touched on the plight of Palestinians and Israeli civilians, the acts of terror by both sides, alleged bias by the media and U.S. government toward Israel, security issues, and land concerns. 

"Being here sends a clear message: We want you to be involved," said Mahmoud Al-Neirab, a Palestinian who grew up in refugee camps and is about to graduate with his master's degree in Public Administration.

"In the Palestinian camps we only see Israeli police and Americans equipped with weapons, soldier. This is the Israeli face we know. ... Today we meet. We see the real Israeli face. We are ready to communicate. That doesn't reflect the government's position but a commitment to peace," he said of the group's dialogue.

For the last three days, the students -- from various Washington area universities -- have resided together at Ezekiel's Place Retreat Center in Hedgesville getting to know each other and talking and even arguing a little about the deep issues of Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

By Friday night, they were ready to share their dialogue with the public who gathered at Calvary United Methodist Church in Martinsburg. Sen. John Unger, D-Berkeley, moderated the forum.

Called "Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Key Issues and the Way Forward," the forum began with introductions from each international student, as well as remarks on key issues from each. Responses were then drawn from three local educators: Verle Headings of Rolling Ridge Study Retreat in Charles Town, Hannah Geffert, a Political Science professor at Shepherd College and Aram Hessami, a Political Science professor at Montgomery College.

Members of the audience were invited to ask questions at the end and stayed for further discussion with the students during refreshments.

Listeners seemed particularly surprised to hear students say that religious differences do not play a pivotal role in the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians.

Nationalism plays a much bigger part, said Adina Friedman, a George Mason University graduate student in the International Conflict and Resolution program.

Palestinian Husam Jubran said he worries about the fate of his unborn daughter. Jubran said he is an activist for non-violent resolution because the future of the area's children depends on it.

"(My daughter) will face death, blood, hatred, anger and frustration," he said, adding that more and more people are choosing to side with extremists. "It's time for Americans to open their eyes in churches and in schools, to raise awareness and to try to see the conflict as wrong things committed against innocent people." 

-- Staff writer Lisa Montgomery can be reached at 263-3381, ext. 129 or reporter@journal-news.net. 
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