INFORMATION BULLETIN ON FORUM/DIALOGUE

Israeli - Palestinian Tragedy: 

Front Liners’ Perspectives on Moving from Desperation to Hope

(Saturday, January 25, 9  - 11:30 a.m.)

Objective:  to provide an opportunity for meaningful dialogue between 4 graduate students in conflict management (2 Israelis and 2 Palestinians) and concerned citizens from the Washington D.C. area (with a focus on the Gaithersburg/Rockville areas)  regarding the: “Israeli - Palestinian Tragedy: 

Front Liners’ Perspectives on Moving from Desperation to Hope". The dialogue will also include discussion on the possible implications to the peace process (& it’s current impasse) of the US/UN resolutions on Iraq and the possible Iraq war.  

The panelists are 2 Israelis (Orli Fridman and Adina Friedman) and 2 Palestinians (Rania Kharma and Husam Jubran) who already have worked as front-line peacebuilders in Israel/West Bank/Gaza, and are currently pursuing a Masters or PH.D. degrees at George Mason University (Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution/ICAR) and Eastern Mennonite University (Conflict Transformation Program). Upon completing their studies in the USA, they plan to return to Israel/Palestine to resume their work as peace-builders/activists. Together with 6 other graduate students, in late November, 2002, the 10 graduate students participated in a 2 1/2 day forum on the same subject. They have participated in other dialogues on the peace process while studying in the US and living in Israel/Palestine. The upcoming town hall forum provides an opportunity for them to share with a segment of the US population some of their perspectives from these dialogues and front-line experiences, as well as to stimulate and engage in dialogue with the town hall participants.  Other resource persons/experts are being invited and who will enhance the dialogue.  Special attention will be devoted to better understanding how we, as concerned citizens residing in the Washington D.C. area, can better contribute appropriate responses to these vital and complex issues affecting all of us. This will include exploring the links between the Iraq issues and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.   The forum will also provide an opportunity for peace advocacy groups to make short presentations on their initiatives, and to encourage greater collaboration and networking among these groups.

Day and Time:   Saturday, January 25, 9 – 11:30 a.m. 

Place:  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (fellowship hall), located at 16420 S. Westland Drive, Gaithersburg, Maryland

from Interstate 270 towards Frederick, following the Rockville exit (going north, take the Shady Grove exit, proceed to traffic light to Rt. 355, take left, and proceed to next light, and turn left at S.  Westland Drive, at church parking lot.

From Rockville, come north on Rt. 355, pass the Shady Grove Rd., and proceed to next light, turn left at Westland Drive).  Phone 301- 869-1780. Refreshments will be served.

Sponsors:  Ezekiel's Place Retreat Center, in collaboration with Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and several peace and justice organizations and advocates. 

Contact Information:  For further details and/or confirmation of your participation:  EMail    ezekielspl@aol.com    Attention:  Dick and Barbara Anson, Co-Directors of Ezekiel's Place Retreat Center, Hedgesville, W. Va.). phone:  304-754-6563. Our website address is:  www.ezekielsplace.com.  Or Nawal Mourad:  Email: nawalmourad@yahoo.com or tel.: 301- 208-9080.

Brief BioSketch of the Panelists (all between late 20s and early 30s):

Orli Fridman:  Israeli, currently a PH. D. Student at George Mason University, ICAR. She has served in the Israeli military, trained and worked (for 7 years) as a peace facilitator at the School for Peace in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, while also working as a peace-activist in Israel, and also worked as facilitator at Seeds for Peace Camp during several summers (based in Maine). While in the US, Orli is active in peace-building dialogues.

Adina Friedman: Israeli, currently completing her Ph.D. at George Mason 
University, ICAR. She has served in the Israeli military, and for many years 
has worked on projects involving Palestinian, Israeli, Jordanian and 
Egyptian cooperation in fields of education/academics, culture, development, 
environment/health, refugees, and peace & coexistence. While in the US, 
Adina is active in peace-building dialogues, working closely with 
Palestinian colleagues.

Rania Kharma:  Palestinian, currently working on her Masters Degree at Eastern Mennonite University (Conflict Transformation Program). While in Palestine, Rania worked for the UN (special envoy for the middle east peace process). She is currently Vice-President for the International Union of Socialist Youth, and active in peace dialogues. 

Husam Jubran:  Palestinian, currently working on his Masters Degree at Eastern Mennonite University (Conflict Transformation Program). While in Palestine, Husam worked as a guide for religious and political tours in Palestine/Israel. He is also active in several nonviolent resistance initiatives.

