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BACKGROUND

1.
Since October, 2004, Ezekiel’s Place has held 7 weekend events of a Global Jubilee Village experience for university students, with one student group in the fall and one group in the spring, involving about 20-26 student participants per group, 4 participating universities, and 5-7 native resource persons for each GJV group from the 5 to 7 countries being represented to help facilitate the role playing activities and dialogues. 
  
2.
The overall objective of the GJV experience is to provide universities students an opportunity to learn “experientially”/out--classroom about how most of the world’s population has to cope with poverty and other challenging situations in day-to-day living, to probe into some of the underlying reasons, and to encourage deeper reflection and engagement in some of these issues following the GJV experience.
The GJV experience is a part of the one of the programs of the Justice and Peace Academy of Ezekiel’s Place, which has a vision of promoting justice, peace, renewal and reconciliation.  There are two key elements to the GJV experience:  to work with sponsoring university professors, who encourage their students to participate as part of a specific course (and hence provide some type of extra credit for their participation), and the vital role of the native resource persons in helping to provide an “authentic” dimension to the role playing and dialogues.
3.
While students and resource persons have provided good-to-excellent feedback on the GJV events in providing effective experiential learning on relevant global issues, we also have received good feedback/ideas to further enhance the program.  Global and national events highlight the importance of US citizens taking more time and effort to deepen our understanding and attitudes towards diverse peoples in the US and other nations.   It is recognized that many student participant bring with them their experiences from living/traveling abroad, and that the GJV experience is only one input to the learning process, hopefully, in a manner which will catalyze deeper exploration and engagement by all participants.  Hence, co-learning is an important feature of the GJV experience.  Starting in the summer of 2007, Ezekiel’s Place has started to place some of the “graduates” of the GJV experience in meaningful summer volunteer work overseas.  It is anticipated that this summer volunteer phase will be expanded during 2007/08.
Objectives and Approach

4.
There are dual objectives of the GJV experience during the upcoming weekend:
· To provide a partial and meaningful GJV learning experience for the participating students to learn experientially about how most of the world’s population has to cope with poverty and other challenging situations in day-to-day living, to probe into some of the underlying reasons, and to encourage deeper reflection and engagement in some of these issues following the GJV experience
· To have a global forum which will stimulate meaningful dialogue and reflection amongst all participants on issues of globalization and poverty/millennium development objectives, and some of the implications to us.
5.
The approach will be to combine the objectives such that: 

(a) student participants are assigned to one of 6 countries/regions (Philippines, Israel, Palestine, Mexico,   USA/Appalachia and Kenya);  
(b)
the native resource persons who have committed to participate are natives from USA/Appalachia, Mexico, Philippines, Israel, Palestine, Kenya.  They will: 

· facilitate the learning experience for the participating students for “their” country, based on improved role playing scenarios for the specific countries involved; and  
· experience their own “parallel global village experience”, in working with other native country resource persons, and hopefully develop a friendship which may lead to future collaboration in promoting cross-cultural understanding.   
6.
It is envisioned that the weekend event/agenda will result in two parallel “global village experiences”--- primarily the one for the students, and one for and amongst the native resource persons and other helpers.  Based on the above dual and specific objectives, below is the updated agenda to help guide the proposed  activities over the weekend.  There will be some flexibility to accommodate relevant ideas from all participants as and when they arise during the weekend.
8th   GLOBAL JUBILEE VILLAGE EXPERIENCE (April 11-13, 2008)

SUMMARY OVERVIEW

A)
INTRODUCTION

Welcoming and Overview

Brief Self-Introductions

Guidelines and Key Rules for Student Participants

· To be committed to deepening your learning through the GJV experience

· To be respectful of each other , its culture, and property

· To deposit with EP staff all cell phones, snacks, walkman (and will be returned upon the completion of the GJV experience on Sunday)

· To respect the use of toilets:  USA gets its own toilet; the other 7 countries have to share the other toilet.  US family can “trade” toilet use for labor

· Not to slaughter the animals for food

· To follow the guidelines for trading and wage labor

· Any special needs, please inform EP Staff or helpers

· Given weather conditions, take appropriate measures to keep dry and warm, within resources allocated.

· Not to eat any lunch on Friday the 5th (in preparation for the experience)

Allocation of food rations for the weekend will reflect diets from each country

B)  ORIENTATION:  OVERVIEW OF EACH COUNTRY AND ALL COUNTRIES

· Review/Discussion of Background Note (initially by each country family)

· Review of framework role playing scenarios(by each country family/resource person)

Note:  for some of the countries, there will be native resource persons who will be available for the discussion with each family at the outset). There will be native resource persons for all countries. It is planned to have a cross-country overview for all participants later Friday evening, covering all countries, facilitated by each of the native country resource persons.

C)
GJV EXPERIENCE: ROLE PLAYING AND DIALOGUES
FROM Friday 5 pm, to Sunday, 1:30 p.m.:   See country framework notes for schedule and role playing scenarios.  Each family can make adjustments, as relevant, but staying with the general schedule, facilitated by each native resource person.

D)
REFLECTIONS AND ASSESSMENT:


(Sunday, 1:30 to 3 p.m.).  This is an  important part of the experience for each country “family”/participants to share briefly with the rest of the group their initial personal reflections on the experience.  It is understood that each participant would prepare and submit a reflection essay to his/her sponsoring professor.

A WORD OF APPRECIATION

Ezekiel’s Place is very grateful for the many community helpers who are kindly assisting in the planning and implementation of EP’s  7th  GJV experience.
8th GJV EXPERIENCE (April 11-13, 2008)

PROPOSED SCHEDULE
Friday:

4 – 7 pm. : Arrival of student participants, orientation (for each country), setting up shelter (some huts are recently constructed, plus some tents, as relevant), and meal preparation
7:30 – 9:30  pm.:  Session 1: Cross-country orientation sessions (where each native resource person, together with the “family” members, will provide a brief overview on their country, with the aim of enabling all participants to get a better appreciation of key historical, socio-economic, political features for each of the participating countries in the GJV experience).

Saturday:
8 a.m.:  Rise and shine, preparation of breakfast (for students and native resource persons)

8:30 to 10:30 a.m.:  Session 2: Role Playing activities for participating students

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 noon:  Session 3:  Wage labor and “trading”

12:30 to 1:30 pm: Lunch

1:30 to 3:30 p.m.:   Session 4: Continued role playing 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m.:  Session 5: Preparation for Global Forum  (further instructions will be given)

5:30 to 6:00 p.m.: Trading (for food stuffs) (including access to “international shop”)
6: 00 – 8:00 p.m.:  Dinner (for resource persons and community guests; students will have their own dinner)

8:00 – 10:30:  Session 6:  Global Forum (for everyone). Overall themes:  Globalization and Poverty/(Millennium Development Goals) Issues and Some Implications 
10:30: Bonfire (informal group activity, by the pond)

Sunday:

8: 00 a.m.: Rise and shine, breakfast and clean-up
9:00 to 12:00  Session 7:  Role Playing and Dialogue (each native resource person will help consolidate some of the weekend learnings, together with each family)   

12- 1 p.m.: Lunch and Clean-up  
1:30 – 3: 00 Reflections on weekend GJV experience (by student participants) 
3 p.m.: Departure
�   The five participating universities are Eastern Mennonite University (Harrisonburg, Va.), Shepherd University (Shepherdstown, West Va.), Trinity University (Washington D.C.), Shenandoah University (Winchester, Va.), and James Madison University (Harrisonburg, Va.).
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