INFO BULLETIN ON UPCOMING UNIVERSITY STUDENT AND TOWN HALL FORUM

GLOBAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION: KEY PRINCIPLES AND THEIR APPLICATION TO THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT AND THE KOREA PENINSULA ISSUES

Context:   Currently, there are nearly 40 on-going armed conflicts (including about 25 “major armed conflicts”) spread in all continents of the world, and war on Iraq appears increasingly likely.  There tends to be a “fix-it” approach (often “burying” the varying causes) to many of these conflicts.  There are many reasons global conflicts are having a direct impact on the US population, including inhabitants in the Eastern Panhandle of W. Virginia and Shenandoah valley.  The role and importance of global conflict resolution and better understanding key conflicts are vital elements to promoting grassroots approaches to more durable homeland security and global peace and justice.

Objectives of the Forum:  The primary objective of the proposed global conflict forum is to help enhance awareness of the role and importance of conflict resolution approaches, principles and good practices to addressing global conflicts.  Many of these principles, especially involving effective communication, transparency, and trust, are applicable to inter-personal and organizational conflicts.  

The secondary objectives of the forum are: (a) to increase a better understanding of the nature of the conflicts involving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Korea Peninsula conflict/crisis; (b) their relevance to us in the USA, their linkages with other conflict issues (especially involving Iraq); and (c) to encourage appropriate responses by local community residents, including enhanced dialogue and collaboration among and between university students and community groups/residents.

The proposed structure of the 2-Part forum would be as follows (facilitated by excellent and well informed presenters/resource experts, and students are encouraged to participate in both events):

Part I: Community Town Hall Meeting (with community residents, Shepherd College and Shenandoah University students are encouraged to participate). Presentations by the speakers/resource persons (similar to Part 2 as outlined below), followed by town hall dialogue (together with community/student participants).

Part 2:  University student forum on global conflict resolution, followed by an informal light dinner for the student participants/resource persons).  

(1)Brief Presentations by experts on 3 key components:  (a) principles/lessons of global conflict resolution (presented by 2 conflict resolution specialists (Ann Jenny and Adina Friedman); (b) Israeli-Palestinian conflict (perspectives presented by several Palestinian & Israeli graduate students located in the D.C. area, Adina Friedman, Yaron Shukrun, Rania Kharma); (c)  Korea Peninsula issues (including US foreign policy issues) (presented by Dr. Rhee, Chair of Political Science Dept./Shepherd College, & Korea  specialist); 

(2) Dialogue with  and among speakers/participants (includes small group discussion in student forum). Hanna Geffert, from Shepherd College Dept.  of Political Science, will moderate the forum.

When and Where:  Town Hall Meeting: Thursday, April 10, 2003, 7 – 9 p.m., Shepherd College Campus (Cumberland Room Room, College Center); (surrounding community residents are being invited)

Student forum: Friday, April 11, 3 – 6: 30 p.m., Shepherd College (Rumsey Room, College Center); to be followed by informal dinner, 6:30–7:30 p.m.  NO CHARGE        

Co-Sponsors:  Shepherd College (International Student Union, Multi-Cultural Group, Dept. of Political Science, Dept. of Education,  Shepherd Green, other student organizations), Ezekiel’s Place Retreat Center, WV Peace, Peaceworks, Amnesty International. To facilitate planning, especially for the dinner, please register by April 7 with Gloria Makaledo (Shepherd College) (Gloria 25425@yahoo.com), Dick Anson (Ezekiel’s Place) (ezekielspl@aol.com (304-754-6563), or Maria Espinola (aleespinola@hotmail.com) (Shenandoah University). 

Other participants include:  Shenandoah University (International Student Program, International Student Association), George Mason University (Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution/ICAR), Eastern Mennonite University/Conflict Transformation Program, Hagerstown Inter-faith Group, members from Rotary Club (Martinsburg and Shepherdstown), and other community residents in the “greater” eastern Panhandle area (including Winchester, Va., and Hagerstown, Md).  

