October 11, 2003

EZEKIEL’S PLACE RETREAT CENTER

CROSS-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENTAL YOUTH DAY:

PROPOSED AGENDA (For Nov. 1, 2003)

BACKGROUND

1.
During the week of July 7-11, 2003, Ezekiel’s Place Retreat Center, in collaboration with 5 area churches representing various denominations, hosted an “Interdenominational Cross Cultural Environmental and Peacebuilding Youth Camp”.  It was comprised of 15 youth, from ages 11-16, in addition to several youth and adult leaders/participants from each of the churches.  This learning and fun event culminated in a family feast on the last evening, whereby the participants shared their feelings, songs and reflections with parents and other guests invited for the evening dinner celebration.  It was agreed that during the school year there would be several follow-up events, held on Saturdays, to build on and deepen the learning and relationship building experiences on the camp’s key themes.  Because many youth were not available to participate in the camp, it was understood that other youth not attending the summer camp would be invited to the events during the year. The first of the follow up events is now scheduled. 

OBJECTIVES:  To become better stewards (or caretakers) of God’s creation. More specifically:  To learn more about several environmental issues in our local area through visiting the affected sites, to do some environmental service work as part of the event, to get to know each other better, and to have FUN together!

WHAT AND WHO:  Youth from numerous interdenominational churches, including participants and non-participants in the summer youth camp, together with youth and adult youth leaders, will:  
1)   Visit a nearby race motor cross (in Tamahawk), which is being used for All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), and learn about the types of environmental damage being caused onto  streams feeding into Backcreek and general soil erosion;
2) Visit the landfill located nearby Hedgesville, and learn about the some of the adverse environmental issues affecting it’s surrounding area, including Backcreek; this visit also will raise issues about our consumer patterns and how we dispose of our consumer goods.
3) Enjoy lunch together; (and we’ll learn more about nature foods, including paw paw and others)

4) Participate in an environmental service activity by cleaning up in a highly littered section of Backcreek.

Our main resource persons are active environmental activists in each of the above 3 subjects, and they are associated with Blue-Heron Environmental Network, which is a local-based environmental educational and advocacy NGO.  We are very grateful for their commitment and willingness to be our main resource group, as EP aims to collaborate with them on an on-going basis.  Sherry Evasic is the President.

WHEN:  Saturday, November 1, from 9:00 – 3 p.m.  Each of the participants and church group “coordinators” are requested to confirm to Dick or Barbara Anson (304-754-6563 or ezekielspl@aol.com) the youth participants not later than October 26. It is imperative that each youth participant provide a signed permission slip not later than the morning of the event.  Several international students from Shepherd College will participate as a service project.

WHERE:  Meet at Ezekiel’s Place Retreat Center (#1809 Calvary Hill Rd.), and after an initial orientation from our friends from Blue-Heron Network, a short reflection, then we will proceed to each of the 3 sites.  We will depart home from our last site near Hedgesville (where Allensville Low Water Bridge intersects Back Creek)

What to wear and to bring: Each participant is asked to: (a) wear hiking shoes; (b) dress in layers, to adjust to weather conditions;  and (c) should bring a sack lunch.  We will provide water/drinks.

