EZEKIEL’S PLACE RETREAT CENTER

2nd Annual Interdenominational, Cross-Cultural, Environmental Youth Camp

WHAT AND WHY:  The purpose of the 2nd Annual Interdenominational, Cross-Cultural, Environmental Youth Camp is to provide hands-on experiences involving environmental stewardship, cross-cultural relationships, and conflict resolution/peacebuilding skills to youth residing in the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia.  The camp design has been based on cross-cultural, environmental, and  Biblically-based themes for each day, comprised of fun, hands-on, and interactive learning activities.  By the end of the camp, the participants’ well-being will be enhanced through encouraging and equipping them to make changes in their attitudes, skills, and lifestyle which will help improve their relationships with each other and the earth.  Participating youth, adult helpers, parents, and pastors in the EP camp held in July, 2003 gave excellent feedback.  The program activities for the 2 sessions for 2004 are being further enhanced for an expanded group. 

WHO:  The main target group for the camp will be youth who currently are finishing grades 6-8 (with some flexibility on some younger and older youth), coming from diverse cultural backgrounds and church denominations.  Each camp session will have 15-20 youth participants (plus adult helpers).  The main criteria for participation will be youth who have an interest in the environment, and in getting to know other youth from diverse cultures and denominations, and who would benefit from and contribute to the overall objectives of the camp.  The Camp Director is Jonathan Twining, a Christian environmentalist, teacher, who led the 2003 youth camp, and generates great learning, enthusiasm and fun to the participants (and adults, too!). Older youth and adult volunteers also will enhance the camp experience for each youth.

WHEN:  There will be 2 options/camp sessions:  

Session 1: June 28-July 2, 2004 (9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

Session 2: August 9-13, 2004 (9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

WHERE:  Ezekiel’s Place Retreat Center (located off Back Creek Valley Road, and also easy to find via Dry Run Road, and about 2 miles from the Salvation Army Camp). EP has ideal facilities and ecological diversity for holding such a summer camp.  For further details and photos on EP, see www.ezekielsplace.com.  Transport arrangements will be worked out for participating youth by each of the youth coordinators, with the support of the EP Co-Directors. 

COST 
AND REGISTRATION:  $40 per youth participant (includes lunch, snacks, drinks, camp materials). A $10 contribution towards the total cost is requested at the time of registration, not later than May 24 (for Session 1), & June 30 (for Session 2).  Scholarships are available for youth/families having financial constraints. Given the high demand for youth participation and limited spaces, it is important to ensure timely registration.

CONTACT INFORMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS:  Further details on the camp and the registration form can be obtained from your participating church/youth group coordinator or on the EP website,  (see Activities, and download the detailed camp program and registration form). For further information, please contact Barbara or Dick Anson, EP Co-Directors (tel.: 304-754-6563; email: ezekielspl@aol.com; address: PO Box 1385, Hedgesville, WVA 25427).

