DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION

Updated September 17, 2005

EZEKIEL’S PLACE

JUSTICE AND PEACE ACADEMY (JPA):

CONCEPT NOTE OF GLOBAL JUBILEE VILLAGE EXPERIENCE

BACKGROUND AND FRAMEWORK

1.
The vision of Ezekiel’s Place is to promote justice, peace, renewal and reconciliation, across religious, racial and socio-economic barriers. EP was established in September, 2001.  Based on the experiences of its global forums held since mid-2002, EP, together with a number of community leaders, conceived its Justice and Peace Academy (JPA) in September, 2003. The main mission of the JPA is to provide a learning and service environment in which individuals of all backgrounds are motivated, equipped, and enabled to intervene more effectively in society to help create a new spirit of community where all are included, cared for and live without fear.
2.
JPA-initiated programs/activities have been going on since January, 2004. In July, 2004, the JPA held  its Module 1 with participation from 20 community members, facilitated by 13 resource experts in diverse fields (“Overview of Justice and Peace: From Principles to Practice”).  To give concrete expression to the JPA, there are eight community-based mission action groups (MAGs) which are at various stages of development.  One of these MAGs is the establishment and operation of a Global Jubilee Village (GJV) Experience, which aims to provide  experiential learning addressed primarily to US citizens who are not deeply familiar with poverty, conflict and the cultural heritage/assets affecting most of the world’s population (about 75%).  There is a special responsibility on the US to become a more proactive and effective bridge-builder, especially in the context of the current and protracted war on terrorism and poverty/conflict.   Accordingly, it is important to take a grass-roots approach to promoting a deeper understanding and stronger motivation to becoming more actively engaged in the bridge-building process, which the Global Village can help catalyze among participating groups. 

3.
The objective  of the Global Jubilee Village is to provide experiential learning to university students about national and global poverty issues in order to raise their consciousness that most of the world’s population has to cope with poverty, often accentuated by situations of conflict.  A secondary objective is to encourage participant students to become more directly involved in addressing poverty issues (and their linkages with conflict, where applicable).  Various methods will be used to achieve these objectives, including role playing, discussions in a forum mode, personal reflections/essay, and follow up discussions, working in close collaboration with the participating professors of 4 area universities:  Shepherd University (W. Va.), Eastern Mennonite University (Harrisonburg, Va.), Shenandoah University (Winchester, Va.), and Trinity University (Wash. D.C).  Participants will role-play being a member of a family from a particular country of the world which is experiencing poverty, and conflict where applicable.  As part of the GJV experience, each participant will reflect on this experience, with the aim of encouraging participants to play a more proactive role in local and in the global community in promoting peacebuilding and justice.  Physical structures will be constructed (as work in progress) on EP property for this simulation experience.   The experience is designed for an intensive period of 48 hours, geared for mature university students seeking an innovative learning experience.  Thus far, there have been two different groups for this experience (October, 2004 and April 2005), and each weekend has providing valuable experience to improve the design and implementation of the program. Many of the resource persons are returning, which enhances the continuity and experience.

4.
The name of our global village comes from the Biblical reference in  Leviticus of the Year of Jubilee.  We want participants to understand the Jubilee principle of equity in economic opportunity in a  world where such equity is rare.  Each  group is given a brief orientation prior to and when they arrive at the village and upon being assigned to a particular country.  There will be discussion on the inequity of global resource consumption and issues such as education, food security, environmental degradation, healthcare, average incomes of one dollar a day, etc.  Discussions will also highlight the frequent intra-country conflicts, due primarily to unresolved political and economic issues, as well as the cultural virtues and values of each of the countries.

5.
The  “global” village itself has eight communities representing several continents, with each community represented by one family. These countries/communities include USA/Appalachia (represented by Southern W. Virginia (McDowell County),  Latin America/Mexico (state of Guanajuato),  Latin America/Haiti (refugee camp),  Africa/Kenya (Maasai village), Middle East/West Bank/Palestine, Israel, East Asia/Philippines (Mindanao/Muslim family), and China.    The initial brief descriptions below describe the types of poverty (with special focus on food resources) and conflict issues and cultural customs being reflected in the designs of the housing structures and role playing scenarios for each of the communities.   Each group of participants (2 to 4 persons per community) will comprise a family unit from the country to which they are assigned randomly, to help ensure diversity of the participants in each “family”.  Facilitators from each of the above countries have been identified and are playing a key role in the planning and participant experience. 

SUMMARY PROFILES OF COUNTRIES

6.
The family in the USA resides in a rural community of Appalachia (Southern West Virginia (McDowell County).  While poor on US standards, this family is endowed with the highest standard of living in our global village. They reside on the highest point of the global village. Their house is built of prefabricated concrete blocks, each person has their own bed, and receive the most food milk, flour, meat, and eggs.  The idea is to show that the richest country in the village is very poor by American standards.  Role playing can involve the challenges of getting access to basic service, such as welfare payments, medical services, education. The conflict scenarios include the family combating discrimination and biases in gaining access to welfare programs, and the debates with developing countries on trading policies.  The celebration highlights Independence Day (4th of July celebration).  

7.
The family from Mexico (from Guanajuato, a relatively low income state) has members who have migrated to the US without documentation. While receiving some additional remittances, this family is living in poverty, in a small hut,  with sheets of corrugated tin for a roof. They are in a wooded area, near the “Rio Grande” (a small creek).  They celebrate their day of Independence (September 16), they experience the process of an illegal border crossing, and the struggle of getting enough food to eat, and working through land issues (and engaging with Government and NGOs mediators trying to resolve key issues).   

8.
The community residing in Africa comes from Kenya (a Maasai village).  It is located on a hilltop in an open savannah area, with a mix of grass and thorn trees.  The shelter is made of a hut made of a mixture of woven sticks, cow manure and mud, in a “manyatta” style common to Maasai.   While their main source of livelihood and food comes from raising and marketing their livestock (cattle and goats), they have limited livestock resources. Periodic droughts have an adverse effect on their livelihood and well-being.   Also, one of the members of their community has been diagnosed to have AIDS, and has limited access to medical attention.  There are growing tensions with a neighboring tribe regarding a long-standing dispute over grazing rights.  Land grabbing is limiting the open grazing land and contributing to growing tensions and land pressures.  

The Maasai family celebrates the Day of Independence for Kenya, while recognizing varying views on this event. 

8.
The community from Haiti lives near a wooded area, in a refugee camp located near an urban slum. The family has been displaced by a recent hurricane.  This family has part-time employment with a multinational corporation (clothes assembly), and is facing cutbacks due to outsourcing of labor to China.  The family has a member attempting to enter the US without documentation, which has been sparked by the recent political and economic turmoil.  They celebrate independence from France, but Haiti and its residents are still very dependent on the US.   The shelter is built from wooden pallets with a corrugate tin roof cover. with a sheet of plastic as window.   This group receives very limited food resources, and need to sell their labor to meet their minimum food needs.

9.
The family from the Philippines resides in an urban area, in a densely populated and severely polluted slum area in Tondo, Metro Manila.  Their housing structure is a small one room shack made of scrap cardboard, plywood and corrugated tin.  The family copes with the challenge of earning enough to eat for the day, trying to maintain their dignity as they live in squalid conditions and surviving by scavenging for recyclables and food in garbage dumps.  They celebrate the Tondo Fiesta (January 16) in honor of the Santo Niño, or the child Jesus that was brought to the Philippines by the Spaniards. 

10.
The Israeli family resides in Jerusalem, and very close to the West Bank.  They reside in comfortable living quarters, and are especially concerned about security issues and reliable employment.  One son is serving in the military, and is assigned to a Palestinian border control area (located near the separation barrier currently under construction). The family will focus a lot of concerns on security issues, and dealing with the trauma of a daughter recently killed by a Palestinian suicide bomber. The family will also celebrate their day of independence, establishing the State of Israel in 1948.

11.
The Palestinian family is residing in a refugee camp located in the West Bank, and is struggling to obtain basic food and access to key services.  The role playing activities will include celebration of Eid (closure of important Muslim religious holiday),and experience an arduous  security check crossing experience.  Accordingly, there will be a lot of interaction between these two families.  They will also be facing a separation barrier (or “wall”) which is being constructed, as part of Israeli’s response to their insecurity and the conflict.  The recent pullout by the Israeli’s from the Gaza strip offers, some hope, while the challenges of making a smooth transition. 

11.
The Chinese family, which form a part of the world’s most populous country (1.3 billion), resides in a rural village located in Central China (Sichuan Province).  The house is built of concrete blocks, with a solid roof, a traditional Chinese cooking stove, and has the largest surface area of the global village. Their role playing activities include: (1) constructing the house of a Chinese couple; (2) a celebration of their national day of independence;  (3) a conflict scenario with another family over land boundaries, (4) addressing a complex situation where Government has informed a rural village of the need to resettle to another area, due to the construction of  the Three Gorges Multipurpose Dam; and (4) a town hall meeting to discuss global trade issues confronting Chinese enterprises.  There is some discussion to address issues related to several relatives working in Israel and Kenya on a temporary work arrangement.    

12.
Some of the communities will have several hens, roosters, sheep, rabbits for ambience.  

13.
The agenda is for a participating group to arrive at Ezekiel’s Place/Global Village mid-afternoon, participate in an orientation of the global village, receive their food resources for the weekend experience, set up their tent, and spend the rest of the day trading for their food and cooking their meal. On Saturday they work all day (without getting any new resources). At the end of the day they get paid an hourly wage (roughly consistent with hourly wages in each of the countries, ranging from $5/hour for the USA, and $.50 per hour in Haiti, with women being paid 50-75% of the men’s wage);  there is a global  “kiosk” market where they can buy or trade a few food items (using the initial resources allocated).  They sleep in their shelters (initially tents, of varying sizes) for the 2 nights.  Following their meager Sunday lunch, they clean up.  On Saturday night each country will have their celebration, in relation to the event described above.   Saturday evening there will be 2 simultaneous global forums inviting grass-roots community leaders to express their views.  One forum will be convened by the World Trade Organization to discuss globalization issues (on agricultural trade and codes of conduct for fair trade).  The second forum will be convened by the World Bank to discuss debt issues of highly indebted poor countries (HIPC).  Each country will send 1-2 representatives to each of the global forums to be held concurrently.  Participants will come prepared with specific proposals for consideration in upcoming major global conferences at the ministerial level.  The last activity of the global village experience is a group debriefing, which is enhanced by the participation of resource persons native to  each of the countries in the global village.

14.
The debriefing period will include a serious discussion of the experience to deepen the participants’ insights and to help catalyze a deeper interest in getting more actively engaged in addressing justice and peace global issues. Each sponsoring professor is strongly encouraged to require the participating students to write a personal reflection essay on their experience and its impact on their views to learning about global issues (and provide them appropriate “incentives” for their participation).

15.
Key Rules/Guidelines:  Before the village starts a number of instructions and key rules are given.  Their effectiveness in trading will be enhanced by their knowledge of a few key words and cultural norms in establishing business relations (this will be outlined by each resource person, and described in the manual and orientation session).   Each country is given a water balloon which is their baby, and hence each community is encouraged to care for their “baby”.  They are also told they must eat in their own country, they cannot get together and pool their food. 

16.
Work assignments will vary according to each country.   We start doing our village using tents/tarps for shelters. The groups going through the village experience can help with the work on building each of the country shelters.  We also have people working in small gardens we established.  Any kind of labor intensive non-skilled labor is good.

17.
EP has benefited from the experience of a colleague who has successfully done a Global Village experience in  Kansas City (Glenn Fell), and with staff from Heifer International who have constructed a Global Village experience. EP is expanding on the role playing scenarios, with the active assistance of natives from each of the eight countries, in order to enhance the authenticity of the learning experience.  While it is recognized that the weekend experience provides limited exposure, it is intended to stimulate a deeper interest and involvement in addressing issues of global and national poverty,  and conflict resolution where applicable.  Ezekiel’s Place is endeavoring to provide appropriate follow up activities, working in close collaboration with each of the participating universities and sponsoring professors.  There is envisioned follow-up to this weekend experience, in close collaboration with the sponsoring professors (e.g., informal lunch discussion following the weekend experience at each university to discuss career/vocational interests in addressing poverty issues and avenues for further preparation and experience).
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