UPDATED DRAFT 

May 3, 2003

INTERDENOMINATIONAL AND  CROSS CULTURAL YOUTH CAMP

(TO BE HELD AT EZEKIEL’S PLACE RETREAT CENTER)

PROPOSED AGENDA   (Session 1: July 7-11, 2003)

A cross-cultural and interdenominational summer youth camp (1 week, day camp, with the first session being held on July 7-11, 2003) can be an effective vehicle for promoting spiritual growth and improved relationships among and between youth/families/churches having diverse cultural backgrounds, with Jesus being the central unifying person.  It is envisioned that an interdenominational approach in the E. Panhandle  local area can build on and complement the efforts of participating churches to promote enhanced cross-cultural understanding as an important element in mission/outreach programs. Resource persons/volunteers from the participating churches will play an important role.

Cross-cultural and interdenominational summer youth camp objectives: 

· To promote enhanced spiritual and cross-cultural development of youth (grades 6-8), 

· Bring together youth of diverse cultural backgrounds and denominations, 

· To provide creative and interactive activities, with an emphasis on several key themes:  biblical teachings, confidence and skill building (arts, crafts, music), environmental awareness and stewardship, and peacebuilding/teamwork. 

· To have FUN.   

Activity Objectives: At the end of the summer camp session, each participant will be able to: 

· To have made some creative arts/crafts

· List three environmental national issues which have an impact on our local area

· Define environmental education

· List two advantages and two disadvantages of caring for the environment

· Site one biblical reference for each of the following key themes:  salvation through faith, the importance of being “doers of the Word”, and being stewards of God’s creation

· Sing one song of faith

· Get to know at least two individuals from a different culture as their own, and

· Have FUN

MONDAY
(Asbury UMC/coordinator to be confirmed) Theme: “A Sense of Wonder: God’s Creation and the Environment”

This day is devoted to learning about God’s creation, how we see God in his creation, and our responsibility of caring for creation.

9:00AM
Opening: introductions, prayer, ice-breaker, devotional reading, bible lesson (what the Bible has to say about creation and environmental stewardship) and discussion, songs of faith, introduction of the day’s activities (including a short video to provide an introduction to the environment theme).

10:00AM
Activity #1-Discovery walk: build a sense of wonder and place and discovery.

11:30AM
Guest speaker,

Manager, Sleepy Creek Wildlife Management Area (WMA); 

Subject: WMA, a recreational resource and its value to our overall environmental health 

12:00PM
Activity #2-lunch break and nature video

1:00PM
Activity #3-The wonder of creation in streams and ponds (exploration of what lives in streams and ponds and how the health of a stream can be determined from the things that live in it).

2:30 PM
Activity #4 (A Slice of Creation In Our Own Backyard) - This activity will consist of 4 concurrent workshops.  The large group will be broken into 4 smaller groups.  Each group will be assigned a workshop and make a report to the larger group at the end of the period.  While each youth will participate in only 1 workshop during this period, it would be desirable for each of the youth to plant  flower, aquatic flower, or vegetable seeds on Monday to take home at the end of the week.  With daily attention to their plants Tuesday through Friday, hopefully the plants will sprout by the end of the week.      The 4 workshops could include the following: 

-  Create bird feeders for home use (Hang out to observe during camp; take home at end of the week).

-Plant a butterfly garden at Ezekiel’s place (Examine plantings, replicated at home).

-Provide seeds to be planted in a bed previously prepared bed/laid out

-Soda bottle terrariums 

Reflections/journaling on the day’s activities, and sketching while waiting to leave

End of day at 4:00pm

TUESDAY:     (St. Joseph’s Church/Heather Stritch):  “Latino Day”

8:30 a.m.:     Water Butterfly garden and observe birds from deck (early arrivals)

9:00 a.m. Opening: Songs of Faith, prayer, overview of the day’s activities

· Bible Lesson/discussion and related activity:  The Patriachs and Prophets (Abraham, Moses, David ---- time line ---- Isaiah 40:1-5, 53 (birth of Jesus), Matthew 1 –3

10:00 – 11:30 am: Nature craft activities

11:30 – 12:00 Guest Speaker/resource person: Latino community leader

12 – 1:00 pm:  Lunch

1:00 – 3:30

How have humans affected God’s creation?

· Environmental issues video

· What is your family’s pollution quotient?

· Shrinking habitat game

3:30 – 4 pm

Clean Up, Store Equipment Used

 
(Recap activities, call attention to God’s blessings, and preview the next day’s activities). 

Reflection/Journaling and Sketching

Closeout with devotion and dismiss 
WEDNESDAY:  
(New Community Church/Tiffany Godbout):  “African-American Day”

8:30 am:  Early arrivals, observe from deck birds feeding

9 am:  Opening: Songs of faith and prayer

· Bible lesson/sharing and related activity: Salvation of faith by grace through faith (Life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, John 1-3, Ephesians 2)

· Special Guest speaker: African-American community leader

10 – 11:30 am:   Nature Art Activities:  crafts, music, dancing, painting, begin preparation for a drama (for Friday’s program).  

12:00 – 1:00 

Lunch

1:00 – 2:30 

How should Christians react to environmental dilemmas we face in our world?

· Ethical reasoning Activity

· Hear Ye! Hear Ye! (simulation of a public hearing on a wetlands issue)

· Other activities to be determined

2:30 – 3:30 pm
Peacebuilding/Teambuilding activity

3:30 – 4 pm

Reflection activity/journaling, and sketching

THURSDAY 
(Trinity UMC/Nancy Ryan and Karen Banks):  “Caucasian-American Day”

8:30 am

Early arrivals observe birds from deck

9 am

Opening: Songs of faith and prayer

· Bible lesson/sharing and related activity: The Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20, with a focus on Paul’s missionary journeys).

10 – 11:30 a.m.:   Arts, crafts, music

11:30 am – 12 noon:  Guest Speaker: Missionary

12:00 – 1:00 

Lunch

1:00 – 2:30

Finding solutions to our environmental puzzles (organized in small groups)

· Composting/worm farms

· Solar cookers and possibly briquette making 

· 4 R’s Game (a group activity)

2:30 – 3:30

Peacebuilding/Teambuilding Activity

3:30 – 4 pm

Reflection/Journaling and sketching

Preview next day’s activities, and dismiss


FRIDAY 

(Tomahawk Christian Church/Pastor Ashley/youth leader):

 


“One-Body” Day

8:30 am
Early arrivals observe birds on the deck

9 am
Opening: Songs of faith and prayer

· Bible lesson/sharing and related activity: Being Doers of the Word (James 1,2)

10 – 11:30 am    Arts, crafts, drama (prepare for the evening family “feast”)

11:30 – 12 noon
Guest Speaker:  Sharing on the “outward” journey (e.g.,work in Southern W. Va. , Habitat for Humanity)

12 noon to 1 pm
Lunch

1 – 3:30 pm
Reflections and Connections – What is my plan of action for taking care of God’s 

creation?

· Personal Code of Ethics (Environmental Ethics Activity)

· Agree/Disagree/Undecided Exercise

· Forming An Action Plan For Your Youth Group or Family (journaling)

· Possible cleanup at a nearby off-site location (erosion control, tree planting, trail building, etc.) 

3:30 – 5 pm: 
Prepare for drama/presentations for the evening Feast

5 – 6:00 pm
Drama/music for family/guests

6:00 - 7:00 pm Camp/Family “Feast”: Pot luck dinner and program (drama/skits/music/recognitions), to be presented to all camp participants and their families (coordinated by Tomahawk Church/team)

Other Points:  

There will be additional creative and fun activities for the 5 youth from New Community Church/after school program, who will be staying over, i.e. night hike, night sky, pond observation, etc.). 

There will be a dress code for youth participants, which will be communicated to adult supporters prior to start of camp.  What to wear/bring (Tentative list): 

Sturdy footwear

Hat with bill or brim

Sun block

Insect repellent

Water bottle

There will be an ice breaker/introductions activity for at least first 2-3 days as some youth may miss the first and/or second day, may arrive late, etc.
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