Interfaith Community Forum on the Middle East

“Building Bridges Instead of Walls: Working for Peace in the Holy Land”
WHAT AND WHO:  You are invited to participate in a community forum which will provide a stimulating and informative presentation and dialogue on a vital subject involving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.   We are very fortunate to have as our main guest speakers Jerry and Sis Levin, who are working as peacebuilders.  Further diverse insights will be provided by panelists which will include 2 Israelis and 2 Palestinians currently living in the Washington D.C. area.  State Senator John Unger will moderate the forum.  

Bio Sketch of Guest Speakers:  The husband and wife team of Jerry and Sis Levin are currently based in the Middle East (working at various times in Palestine, Israel, Iraq, and Jordan), where they are involved in projects promoting nonviolence as a means for creating a more stable peacemaking environment in the Holy Land and elsewhere.  Jerry is working as a full time volunteer with Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT).  Its West Bank base is in Hebron.  Sis, a CPT reservist, has also been working as a volunteer with such West Bank peace building organizations as The Holy Land Trust to teach teachers how to teach peace. Her West Bank base is Bethlehem. Jerry was the CNN Middle East Bureau Chief based in Beirut Lebanon in 1984 when he was kidnapped by extremists and became the first of the so-called forgotten American hostages. He was able to escape 11 ½  months later due to the efforts of Sis and Muslim, Jewish, and Christian friends at home and in the Middle East. Dr. Lucille (Sis) Levin is an internationally known peace educator and certified professional mediator.
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EXPLORE:  
· What are the underlying causes of the Israeli-Palestinian (I-P) conflict?

· Why are non-violent approaches to addressing the I-P conflict vital?

· What is the linkage between the unresolved I-P conflict and the war on terrorism, the conflict in Iraq, and US-Middle East relations?

· What should be the role of US foreign policy towards helping to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

· How can we, at the community level, support a more constructive approach to better understanding and to promoting a resolution of the I-P conflict?

WHEN:  Sunday, July 18, from 5 to 7 p.m. (dinner starts at 5 p.m). No Charge.

WHERE:  Trinity United Methodist Church (220 West Martin Street, Martinsburg, WV)

(Directions:  From I 81, take Exit 16 (E)/Rt. 9 (East), go several miles into town, Rt. 9 becomes Queen Street, turn right on West Martin Street, go 2 blocks, church on right. Tel.: 304-263-9215)

CO-SPONSORING GROUPS:  

· Berkeley County Ministerial Association (BCMA)

· Ezekiel’s Place Retreat Center/Justice & Peace Academy (Middle East Peace Action Group),WV 

· Valley Interfaith Council (Winchester, Virginia)

·  Shenandoah Peace Coalition (Winchester, Virginia)

· Amnesty International (Upper Potomac Chapter, Shepherdstown, WV.)

For further information, please contact Pastor Curtis Wheeler (President of the BCMA, curt64@earthlink.net) or Dick Anson (304-754-6563, or ezekielspl@aol.com, www.ezekielsplace.com).
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