SHEPHERD COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY FORUM ON HAITI:  

“RECENT EVENTS IN HAITI:  THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY”

FEATURING A REKNOWN HAITI EXPERT: DR. ROBERT MAGUIRE (see bio sketch below)

THE FORUM WILL ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF THEMES:

· WHY SHOULD WE BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE FATE OF HAITI?

· WHAT ROLE HAS THE U.S. PLAYED IN HAITI’S HISTORY AND CURRENT SITUATION?

· WHAT HAS BEEN AND COULD BE THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH AND CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN FOSTERING HAITI’S GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT?

· WHAT ALTERNATIVE PATHS CAN BE EXPLORED FOR ADDRESSING THE POVERTY, CONFLICT AND TRANSITION IN HAITI?

· WHAT ARE LESSONS LEARNED FOR OTHER COUNTRIES FACING WIDESPREAD POVERTY AND A COMPLEX TRANSITION? 

· WHAT ARE WAYS TO GET MORE INVOLVED AND INFORMED ON HAITI ISSUES?

Audience Questions and answers/dialogue will follow brief responses from a college/community panel:

· Hanna Geffert: Research Associate Professor in the Political Science Department, Shepherd College, and community activist;

· Dr. Toby Raphael: Museum Specialist, Latin America “expert”, teacher of cultural heritage, and long-term resident of Shepherdstown;

· Dr. Edward Grove: Senior Pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church (Martinsburg), and community “bridge builder”;

· Alex St. Fleur: Shepherd College student from Haiti

WHEN:  TUESDAY, APRIL 6, FROM 7:30-9:30 P.M. Refreshments will be served following the forum.

WHERE:  Shepherd College, ROBERT E. BYRD Center for Legislative Studies Auditorium, (located in the wing of the Shepherd College Library, on King Street)

BIO SKETCH OF PROMINENT GUEST SPEAKER/HAITI EXPERT:  Dr. Robert Maguire is Director of Programs in International Affairs at Trinity College (Washington DC) and of the Trinity College Haiti Program.  He has been involved with Haiti since the mid 1970’s (including about 100 trips to Haiti, throughout the country) through work at the Inter-American Foundation, the Department of State, and Johns Hopkins, Brown and Georgetown Universities.  He has published extensively on Haiti, writing on issues of economic and grassroots development, governance, security, international involvement, state/civil society relations, and politics.  He was a member of the official U.S. delegation that observed Haiti’s 2000 elections.  He has created an excellent and informative website:  www.Haiti-USA.org .  In March, 2004, he provided expert testimony on the Haiti crisis/way forward to the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  Dr. Maguire earned his BA in Secondary Education (Social Studies) from Trenton State College in New Jersey; his MA in Latin American Studies from the University of Florida, and his Ph.D. in geography from McGill University in Montreal.

COSPONSORING GROUPS:  SHEPHERD COLLEGE (Multicultural Student Affairs Office, International Student Association, Political Science Dept., Greens), Amnesty International (Upper Potomac Chapter, #525), and Ezekiel’s Place Retreat Center (www.ezekielsplace.com).  For further information, please contact Dick Anson (304-754-6563, or ezekielspl@aol.com) or Mustika: (cell): 304-268-3841.

